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Wilberforce
gets new

AD, coach

By WAYNE BAKER
Sperts Editor _
whaker@xeniagazette.com
WILBERFORCE — ,
 Wilberforce University is
moving forward in its athlet-
* ic department, as Geoff
- Warren has been relieved of
~ his duties as athletic director
. and head coach of the men’s
* basketball team.
" Dean of Students Parris
- Carter announced that Terry
Futrell would be taking over
the helm in the roles previ-
ously held by Warren.
Carter said in a press
release that, “whether as a
player, coach or mentor,
~ Terry Futrell has set an
- example of excellence on
“and off the basketball court.
Futrell says he plans to con-
tinue that commitment to
_ excellence as the new athlet-
_ ic director and men’s basket-
~ ball coach at Wilberforce
~ University.”
© In July, 2011, Futrell took
~over the reign of the athletic
_ department with a goal of
 recruiting student-athletes
 that will set an outstanding
_example for the Bulldogs,
+ athletically, academically and
 spiritually, while instilling an
- atmosphere of accountability

and encouragement through-

out the department.

“On and off the court, we
will display the best
Wilberforce has to offer,”
Futrell said. “The desire to
support and serve is a tradi-
tion here. As the first univer-
sity owned and operated by
African Americans in this
couittry, we have a lot to live
up to. I am committed to
making sure our student-ath-
letes understand that respon--
sibility and the athletic
department sets the expecta-
tion of achievement and
service at every turn.”

Futrell returns to
Wilberforce after serving as
an assistant basketball coach"
and recruiting coordinator
for the Bulldogs from 2006-
09. He was an assistant
coach at Cedarville
University from 2008-2011,
where, the Yellow Jackets
compiled a record of 46-22
record as Futrell helped
coach two All-Americans
and four all-conference play-
ers. His teams were ranked

No. 1 in the NAIA in defen-
sive field goal percentage,

‘No. 2-in 3-point field goal
percentage and No. 3in.
“assists-to-turnover ratio.
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Futrell worked for the Xenia

- Community Schools as a fi]j-

time substitute teacher and
coacheéd "é‘-‘Xcllimngh Schoo]
Junior varsity where hewon 23

games in two seasons. He was

- involved in on court coaching,
 fundraising, game scheduling -
- -and player development, -
* . He worked as an instructor
~* at basketball camps conducted
- by Tubby Smith at the - o
- University of Kentucky from
. 2003-06 and Brian Gregory at
- the University of Dayton from
- 2006-10, ST )
. In'the big picture, Futrell .
. . "says he sees basketball as. “an
. act of worship” and he will
. help student-athietes under-
- stand that the chojces that they

make during college will affect
. them for the rest of their lives,
He said sports can provide a
platform to influence the world
through Christ. o
Futrell says as athletic direc-
tor he plans on making sport-

. ing events something special at
Wilberforce, developing a criti-

- cal relationship between the
" department, the community |

and alumnj. |

. “Twillestblisha booster |
- . club.and be visible on campus,” .

utrell said. “Our student-ath- :
Jetes will be committed to com- |

- munity service and [ willhold . |

-, myself to that same standard. I
- We will develop a family !
* " atmosphere where we all pult -
© for each other anid cheer for

|

each other, regardless of the I'
sport. . S
:Carter said Warren is, “cur- [
|

- rently pursuing other opportu- |

" nities. Warren was not available
for comment at press time. .



